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CHIEF & COUNCIL UPDATE AUGUST 2026
Chief & Council Contacts
Chief Rudy Paquette
Desjarlais Family
rpaquette@saulteau.com

Councillor Justin Gauthier
Gauthier Family
justin.gauthier@saulteau.com

Councillor Ashley Barrett
Davis Family
ashley.barrett@saulteau.com

Councillor Donovan Cameron
Courtoreille Family
dcameron@saulteau.com

Councillor Tammy Watson
Napoleon Family
tammy.watson@saulteau.com

Tristan Robertson
Executive Assistant
tristan.robertson@saulteau.com

Nathan Paquette
Executive Director
npaquette@saulteau.com

Executive Director 
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Restoration agreements, long time in the making, are being
implemented with $283m across seven Treaty 08 Nations over the

next 10 years to support various restoration and reclamation
initiatives. This funding stems from the Yahey Decision which

focused on cumulative effects and the impacts to the meaningful
practice of Treaty Rights and Culture.

Saulteau First Nations is developing a Restoration Plan to support
this work that will align with our priorities and values around

language revitalization, cultural education, community
programming and events, and restoration of industrial sites

notably from oil and gas.

July 9-12, 2026: Chief & Council enjoyed and participated in our
annual Pemmican Days. It was great to see all our attendees,

guests, participants, and volunteers. We want to thank everyone
who was involved with planning, organizing, setting up, and

cleaning up, and of course to the sponsors of this year’s event.
Your hard work and dedication are noticed and appreciated by all
of us; without you, the event wouldn’t be such a success. Thanks

again for a job well done.

July 14-16, 2026: Councillor Watson attended the Assembly of
First Nations – Annual General Meeting July 14 – 16 in Ottawa.

The meeting agenda included Bill C-37 First Nations Clean Water
Act; Government Consultation on Streamlining Major Projects;

Rights to Safe Housing and Infrastructure; and Ending
Discrimination in First Nations Child Welfare as well as a discussion

on Bill S-2 Second Generation Membership Cut-off.
Councillor Watson also attended the BC Chiefs Caucus meetings
each day as well as meeting with Chiefs and other delegates in
attendance with the intent on creating relationships and to find

staff resources who would be willing to travel to SFN to meet with
our community members to share information such as the Bill S-2
Second Generation Cut-off and Jordan’s Principle Child-In-Care
Settlement. Community information meeting dates to discuss

these issues will be posted in late summer.
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July 15, 2026: Councilor Cameron participated in a boat tour of the Naache mege (pronounced
nah chay meegeh), which translates to Dreamer Lake in the Dane-zaa language. Formerly known

as the Site C reservoir.

July 20-24, 2026: Chief Paquette and Councilor Gauthier were in Vancouver for the signing of
the PRGT Agreement. Saulteau has negotiated, secured and signed a Project Agreement with

the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission (PRGT) project that provides immediate and long-term
benefits to our Nation, including milestone payments as a result of a significant route-

amendment that avoided critical and significant caribou habitat, in addition to annual legacy
payments during operations. There is also commitment for contracts to Saulteau businesses,
business development funding, and additional commitments to employment, training, and

procurement opportunities for our members. The agreement also establishes ongoing
oversight, reporting, and community engagement to help ensure commitments are met

throughout the entire life of the project. We will share important and specific details with our
membership at a future date.

July 27 & 28, 2026: Courtoreille, Davis, Gauthier, and Napoleon Family Meetings were held. The
Desjarlais Family meeting will be held when Chief Paquette is healed and back in the office. The

family meetings included updates on the new Crowfeathers store, the Big Bear property in
Dawson Creek, the Annuities negotiations, the Sukunka Wind Farm expansion project and lastly,
we held an open discussion with members to provide membership an opportunity to voice their

questions and concerns. These are the first set of family meetings since the 2026 SFN C&C
Election was held in March/April.

July 28, 2026: Councilors Cameron, Watson, and Barrett attended the Treaty 8 Sign Blessing
Ceremony in Dawson Creek. The Treaty 8 Leaders Table have been working with the Ministry of

Highways to prepare and install new Treaty 8 Territory signs along the
highways when entering our territory. The first sign has already been installed on the western

boundary by Bear Lake/Summit Lake. The rest of the signs will be installed in the very near
future, to the north and east.
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July 30, 2026: Chief Paquette update – Membership may be aware, that Chief Paquette was in a
car accident while attending meetings in Vancouver on July 16, 2026. He was in the hospital in
Vancouver, then transferred to FSJ hospital, and has since been released to rest and recover at

home. Chief Paquette would like to give thanks… “I’m humbled by all the people that sent
prayers and healing thoughts for me through my last two weeks and it’s because of you, the

people, you’re Chief is back way before the doctors thought. I appreciate every one of you and
may the Creator bless each and every one of you. Mussi”

Respectfully,
Your Chief and Council



The Governance Department is currently
reviewing and updating several key policies.
As these projects move forward, community

engagement and member input will be an
important part of the process. To ensure you

receive updates, notices, and opportunities to
participate, please make sure your contact
information is current with Saulteau First

Nations. To update your information please
email communications@saulteau.com.

More information on engagement
opportunities and project updates will be

shared in the coming months. We look forward
to keeping you informed throughout the

process.

GOVERNANCE 
Governance Contacts
Niki Ghostkeeper
Manager of Governance
nghostkeeper@saulteau.com

Norma Gauthier
Indigenous Registry &
Membership
ngauthier@saulteau.com

Kayla Embree
SFN Communications
communications@saulteau.com

Tracy Laboucan - Carter
Policy Analyst & Grant Writer
tracylc@saulteau.com

Shadow Paquette 
Governance Excutive Assistant
spaquette@saulteau.com
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mailto:communications@saulteau.com
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OHS & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
OHS & Emergency

Management Contacts
Aislinn Gentles
OHS & Emergency
Program
agentles@saulteau.com

Mickey Loberg
FireSmart & Cultural
Burning Coordinator
mloberg@saulteau.com

Montana Paquette
OHS Coordinator
mpaquette@saulteau.com
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COMMUNITY SUCCESSES & HIGHLIGHTS 

Celebrating in September 2026? 
Please Email

communications@saulteau.com
by August 25, 2026 for inclusion

in next months Newsletter!

Birthday Wishes! 
Anniversary Celebrations! 

Sobriety Birthdays! 
Educational, Athletic, or Professional Achievements! 

New Baby Announcements! 
Wedding Well Wishes! 
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Happy Birthday to
 Jamie Dawn

We hope all your birthday
wishes come true.

Hugs
From Conrad and Natasha

Happy Birthday to
 Jamie Dawn

We hope all your birthday
wishes come true.

Hugs
From Conrad and Natasha

Daughter of Jordan and
Cathleen Munch.

Brooklyn won 2 back to back
championships one at the
John cho cup with the BC

Ravens then the Canada cup
with Kelowna heat

The Canada cup victory came
with a winning home run to
put thier team ahead 3 to 1

to win the gold
championships of Canada. 
Congratulations from all of

us at Saulteau Brooklyn!
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ASSET MANAGEMENT, HOUSING, & PUBLIC WORKS 

Shane Reynolds
Manager of Assets &
Capital Projects
sreynolds@saulteau.com

Andrii Sorok
Director of
Infrastructure
asoroka@saulteau.com

Housing Contacts
Cindy O'Brien
Housing Manager
cindy@saulteau.com

Marci Doonan
Tenant Relations
Supervisor 
mdoonan@saulteau.com

Facilities
Maintenance& Public
Works Contacts

Ronda Lalonde-Auger
Facility Maintenance
& Public Works
Manager
rlalonde@saulteau.com

Asset Management
Contacts
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Laurelle Watson
Director of Programs
& Services
lwatson@saulteau.com

CULTURE, HERITAGE & RECREATION 

Culture, Heritage & Recreation
Contacts

Jamie Kristoffy
Manager of Culture 
& Heritage
jkristoffy@saulteau.com

Candace Schmidt
Rec Coordinator
cschmidt@saulteau.com

Ethan Cameron
Youth Support
Coordinator 
ecameron@saulteau.com

Carlee Westgate
Community Events
Coordinator
cwestgate@saulteau.com

Kirsta Lindstrom
Four Pillars Coordinator
KLindstrom@saulteau.com
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Tylene Paquette
Cultural Connections
Coordinator
tpaquette@saulteau.com

mailto:ecameron@saulteau.com


PEMMICAN DAYS 2026 WINNERS

Page 15



PEMMICAN DAYS 2026

Page 16



PEMMICAN DAYS 2026

Page 17



PEMMICAN DAYS 2026

Page 18



Laurelle Watson
Director of 
Programs & Services
lwatson@saulteau.com

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Social Development
Contacts

Carrie Paquette
Manager of 
Social Development
cpaquette@saulteau.com

Ethan Cameron
Youth Support
Coordinator 
ecameron@saulteau.com
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Tasha Lalonde
Elders Support
Coordinator
tlalonde@saulteau.com

Cara Martin Earl
Member 
Transportation Driver
cmartin-earl@saulteau.com

Tanisha Llewellyn
Life Skill Coordinator
tllewellyn@saulteau.com

Shay Garbitt
Life Skill Program 
Facilitator
sgarbitt@saulteau.com

Tammy Walker
Band Social Development
Worker
twalker@saulteau.com

mailto:ecameron@saulteau.com
mailto:ecameron@saulteau.com
mailto:ecameron@saulteau.com
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TRANSPORTATION
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Call Cara to book
your ride

236-364-2016



EDUCATION 
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MUSKOTI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Justin Napoleon 
Director of 
Economic Development
justin.napoleon@
saulteau.com

Tonia Ritcher
Officer of 
Economic Development
tritcher@saulteau.com

ECONOMICS CONTACTS
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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Naomi Owens-Beek
Manager of TREP
nowens-beek@saulteau.com

Tom Aird
Aboriginal Liaison
ttom.aird@saulteau.com

Jessica Eastman
Guardian Supervisor
jeastman@saulteau.com

Mary Doyle
Lands Manager
mdoyle@saulteau.com

Brooke Walker
Lands Officer
bwalker@saulteau.com

LANDS CONTACTS:

LANDS STEWARDSHIP & PROTECTION
TREP CONTACTS:
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LANDS STEWARDSHIP & PROTECTION



LANDS STEWARDSHIP & PROTECTION
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SFN HEALTH CENTRE
Sarah Howes
Director of Health
sgayse@saulteau.com

Ashely Gauthier
Operations Manager
SFN Health Centre
agauthier@saulteau.com

HEALTH CONTACTS:

LINDA KRYSTINA HOUSING
 SOCIETY CONTACTS: 
Shari-Lyn Rougeau
Manager of LKHS
srougeau@saulteau.com

MENTAL HEALTH CONTACTS: 
Annie Miller
Manager of Mental Health
amiller@saulteau.com

FAMILY SERVICES CONTACTS: 
Jessa Coukell 
Manager of Family Services
jcoukell@saulteau.com 
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MENTAL HEALTH & WELLNESS
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